\ 

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000700040001-5 


:..y 


/Vr 

■\ /'\ 


NWCDA REVIEW COMPLETED. 
NOT-RELEVANT. 


IKkBDIATS RELEASE 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1945 


EXECUTIVE ORDER 


TERMINATION OR THE CERICB OR STRATE3T C SERVICES 
AHD DISPOSITION OR ITS FUNCTIONS 


By virtue of the authority vested In me by the Con- 
stitution end Statutes, including Title I of the Mrst V.ar 
Powers Act 1941, and as President of the United. States and 
Commander in Chief of the Army and the Navy, it is hereby 
ordered ac follows! 

1. There are transferred to and consolidated in 
an Interim Research and Intelligence Service, which is here- 
by established in the Department of State, (a) thcfuncio 
of the Research and Analysis Branch and of the Presentation 
Branch of the Office of Strc.teglc Services (provided for by 

Slltarv Order of Juno 13. 1942), excluding ouch functions 
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Department of State* 

2 The Interim Research and Intelligence Service 

shall be. abolished as of founding’ 

1945, ancl the Secretary of - _ J , ( fc ) t ho Socrotary 

up its affario. Pending 8U °£ E -id Service to such agencies 
of State may transfer from th ^ x dcfli5na to any functions £/ £+1 
of tlio Department of State aa curtail the activities 

of the Service, (b) the^ 0C /°\'' the "head. 0 f the Service, who r ° 

carried on by the Service, (c) tbo he. -do^ ^ rMpoaoll)le to 

shfll be designated by ki . ' officer of the Department of 

ja^jassiss* 
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. 3. All functions of the Office not transferred by. 
paragraph 1 of this order, together with all personnel,, 
records, property, md funds of tho Office not so trans- 
ferred, ore transferred to the Department of 'far; end the 
Office, including the office of the Director of Strategic 
Services, is terminated. She functions of tho Director 
of Strategic Services and of tho United States Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, relating to the functions transferred by this 
par? graoh, are transferred to the Secretary of. -War. naval 
personnel on duty with the Office in connection with tho 
activities transferred by this paragraph, cwy subject to 
applicable law and to the extent mutally agreeable to the 
Secretary of bar and the Secretary of the ifavy, continue on 
such duty in trie Department of War. She Secretary of bar 
shall, whenever he deems it compatible with the national 
interest, discontinue any activity transferred by this 
paragraph end wind up all affairs relating thereto. 


4. Such further measures and dispositions as may be 
determined by the Director of. the Bureau of the Budget to be 
necessary to effectuate the transfer or redistribution of 
functions provided for in this order shall be carried out in 
such manner as tho Director may direct and by ouch agencies 
as he may designate* 


5. All provisions of prior orders of the President 
which are in conflict with this order are amended accord- 
ingly. 


6. This order shall, except as otherwise specifically 
provided, be effective as of the opening of business October 1, 
1945. 



HARRY S. TRUMAN 



l'HE WHITE HOUSE 

S 

September 20* 1945 
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In connection with the executive order relating to termination 
of the Office of Strategic Services, the President today sent the follow- 
ing letter to Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic 
Services: 

My dear General Donovan: 

I appreciate very much tho work which you and your staff 
undertook, beginning prior to the Japanese surrender, to liqui- 
date those wartime activities of the Office of Stratc D ic Serv- 
ices which will not be needed in time of peace. 

Timelv ctcos should also bo taken to conserve those resources 
and skills' developed within your organization which are vital to 

our peacetime Purposes. 

Accordingly, I have today directed, by Executive order, that 
■the activites of the Research and Analysis Drench and the Pre- 
sentation Branch of the Office of Strategic Services be trans- 
ferred to tho State Department. This transfer, which i 
' tive as of October 1, 1945 represents the beginning of the 
' i development of a coordinated system of foreign intelligence 
within the permanent framework of the Government* 

Consistent with the. foregoing, the Executive oraor provides 
for the transfer of the remaining activities of the Office of 
Strategic Services; to - the War Department; for the abolition of 
• • thouOffiisonof fStrateglc Services; and forUhe^continucd_ orderly 
liquidation of some of the activities of the Office without 
interrupting other services of a military nature the need 
which will continue for some time* 

I want to take 'this occasion to thank you for the capable 
leadership you have brought to a vital wartime activity in your 

o£»Sty ”»w»> of «»»«!. irSf 

satisfaction in the achievements of the Office and. take pria 
in your own contribution to them. Shese are in themselves 
larse^rewards? 11 Great additional reward for your efforts should 
lie-in the knowledge that the peacetime intelligence service 
of the Government Ire being erected on the foundation of the 
facilities and resources mobilized through the Office of Strategic 
Services during the war. 

Sincerely yours, 


HARRY S. TRDMAh 

The President today addressed the following letter to the 
Secretary of State: 

My deer Mr. Secretary: 

I have today signed an Executive order which provides for 

Office. These changes become effective October 1, 1945. 


\ 

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000700040001-5 


Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000700040001-5 


’ - 4 - 

The above transfer bo She State Department will provide 
you with resources which we havo agreed you will n^e ^ 

in the development of our foreign policy, ana will assure w*a 
£»,„»« c w «i«co aca»«l,.«oa d«ri« 

served and used in meeting the problems of the peace, iho-c 
readjustments and reductions which aro requirea in or cr ° 
gear the transferred activities and resources into State Depart- 
ment operations should be made as soon as practicable. 

I particularly desire that you take the Iced in developing 
a comprehensive and coordinated foreign intelligence program 
*“2l Federal efencies concerned with that type of activity. 
Sis should be done through tho creation of an interdepartmental 
group, heading up under -one i d will permit 

formulate plans for may approval.. 

X ■ 

Sincerely yours, 

HARRY S« SHUMAN 
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